
 

 

Wednesday, 18 March 2020 

Dear Salisbury Uniting Church, 

Thank you so much for how you responded to the measures we have put in place last week to help 
reduce the spread of COVID-19. This is an opportunity to love our neighbours. How we respond to 
this virus means the safety of others. We are committed to being a healthy church, interacting with 
the community and transforming lives. We are only adjusting how we express our vision, which 
means church will look a bit different for this season. 

Some updates from us are: 

- What was communicated last week continues. Regular hand washing. Staying at home if 
feeling unwell or have travelled overseas. Avoid greetings that use physical contact. This all 
remains the same.  

- Also for worship we will continue to pause communion, take up the offering differently and 
from this week we won’t be doing morning tea between our services. 

- We are now encouraging our groups to minimising gatherings in public.  
- For those who are thinking of staying home we will be putting at least videos of our sermons 

online. We hope to put worship music as well but just need to work through the logistics of 
that. If you search Salisbury Uniting Church you can find us on YouTube and Facebook where 
the videos will be posted. 

- Depending on how things progress we may need to pause our on-site services and move our 
services online for a period of time. In this eventuality we will work towards everything 
being online and for those who can’t access the internet we’ll have options of people they 
can join together with to continue to experience communal worship, teaching and 
community.  

We are choosing to remain calm, alert, and take proactive measures to promote health. The advice 
we are hearing is to minimise human contact, limit large gatherings in static environments and social 
distancing will help reduce the spread of COVID-19.   

This moment in time is an invitation to continue to love our neighbours. Anxiety is high and yet God 
remains on the throne. People of faith are invited to walk with confidence and wisdom. 

God bless, 

-Nick Patselis 

  



 

 

    Saturday, 21 March 2020 
Good Morning Church, 
Here are a few updates as we continue to journey together in these unprecedented times. 
 
Sunday 22nd March 
With the guidance we have received from Presbytery it looks like this will be our last Sunday meeting 
together in one physical location for a season. Church Council will be meeting after our 9am service 
to discuss how we’ll continue to be the church in a time where Sunday gatherings on-site aren’t 
feasible. Any decisions will be sent out via email/Facebook/our Website. 
 
In light of the government announcement yesterday the pews in the church will be spaced out 
differently. Please leave space between household groups.  
 
For those who choose to stay home a playlist will be uploaded to our YouTube channel with the 
different elements of worship at 9am this Sunday (which will be viewable at any point afterwards, it 
isn’t a live stream). Our YouTube Channel can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWFO-9VVFWXAWit5rqW742Q  
 
Mission Partners - Stuart and Joanna Herschel-Adair 
We’ve received word from our Mission Partners in Cambodia. Please read and pray for them at this 
time: 
“Dear loved ones,  
The past 4 days have been pretty tough. We have been leading our Youth with a Mission community 
through our response to COVID19. Monday we made the decision to send our 130 students home so 
they could be with their families, then yesterday we also released our staff to go home if they are 
able. Joanna & I have been strongly advised to leave Cambodia at our soonest convenience. Our 
hearts break because Cambodia is our home and our people, however we have made the decision go 
to New Zealand immediately. We are booked on flights to leave at 2pm today. Please pray for us and 
our friends in Cambodia. We will send more information in the days ahead.  
Much love  
-Stu & Jo, Aza, Kai. 
 
Uniting in Care Salisbury 
At this time our Emergency Relief continues Monday to Thursday with new hours (11am-2pm) and 
safety measures in place. Following guidance from Uniting Care head office the Wednesday 4 Lunch 
community meal has stopped during this time.  
 
Gatherings 
Please show wisdom in whether your small groups/fellowships can meet with the new guidance 
from the government (people needing 4 meters squared distance in enclosed spaces).  
 
If you have any questions give Rev Nick (0418 155 643).  
The theme for this Sunday is resilient disciples of Jesus Christ forge meaningful intergenerational 
relationships. Now more than ever this will be needed in our world. 


